
 
 
Dear Mr. Mason: 

Re:  Affordable Housing and Homelessness Questions 

On behalf of Premier Rankin, thank you for your letter in the above noted matter.   

Affordable Housing has become one of the most pressing challenges facing our province today, and 

Halifax Regional Municipality in particularly. Since the leaders debate the Liberal party has released our 

platform around Housing and affordability, which can be viewed at www.liberal.ns.ca. 

A re-elected Rankin government will approach the problem of Affordable Housing with a multi-pronged 

approach as we believe no single action is likely to be effective in combating this challenge.  As you note, 

actions like increasing supply of units or rent control, on their own, will not be effective.    

To address the challenges in Affordable Housing we will: 

• Develop a 10-year affordable housing action plan for the entire province with targets and 

milestones review periods to ensure we are meeting our housing goals; 

• Conduct a comprehensive review and overhaul of provincial legislation, including the Municipal 

Government Act and Halifax Regional Municipality Charter, to empower municipalities with 

tools to meet the affordable housing challenge.  This review will include a thorough analysis of 

the principles of Inclusionary Zoning and how it could play a role in addressing affordability; 

• Encourage innovation in the housing space and expanding the options available and to incent 

these innovative forms of housing, including secondary suites, tiny homes, modular homes and 

other forms of non-traditional housing types; 

• Provide support for new single-room occupancies, such as boarding homes, and provide greater 

protection for the preservation of single-room occupancies once constructed; 

• Create a provincial loan fund or guarantee program, in consultation with the Affordable Housing 

Commission, for non-profit housing organizations to purchase rental properties that are at risk 

of being sold or converted to market rate units.  We encourage the Affordable Housing 

Commission to consider all types of affordable units, including non-traditional housing like old 

motels, while designing the criteria for this loan program; 

• Rebate the provincial portion of HST on construction costs for affordable housing units.  We will 

budget $50 million, $25 million in each of two years, to incentivize the creation of 2,000 

affordable housing units over the life of the pilot program; 

• We will require that landlords who involuntarily displace tenants for renovations compensate 

those tenants an amount equal to one month rent for each year the tenant has lived in the unit, 

up to a maximum of six months rent; and 

• We will prioritize and encourage the development of mixed-income multi-family dwellings that 

bring in private sector, non-profit and government partnerships to leverage a wide range of 

expertise and capacity. 



 
 
Homelessness: Our overall goal is to provide more permanent supportive housing for people across the 

province. Together we are making progress. 

The Liberal government invested $6.4 million in Supportive Housing initiatives including 72 beds for the 

Halifax area, as well as $100,000 to develop a proposal for a community-based, permanent housing 

project for up to 100 women and children. The five-year, $20.5 million investment in the Integrated 

Action Plan to Address Homelessness is the single largest investment to address homelessness in the 

province's history. As part of the Action Plan, new supports have been added: additional housing 

support workers in HRM and across the rest of the province. Housing locator, community trustee 

programs, intensive case managers and diversion workers to support individuals leaving corrections and 

health care. 

We welcome continued dialogue with yourself and all members of Council in the future on this very 

important topic.   

 

 


