
August 9, 2021

Waye Mason
Councillor, District 7
Halifax Regional Municipality

Re: Questions for Leaders regarding Affordable Housing in Halifax

Dear Mr. Mason,

Thank you for your letter and your concern for the important issue of housing in Halifax
Regional Municipality. The NDP believes strongly that housing is a human right, and that
it is the duty of governments at all levels to work cooperatively to ensure that every
person has adequate access to shelter. We agree on this point with the Affordable
Housing Commission, which made this recommendation loud and clear in its report this
spring. We are currently the only party in Nova Scotia that has accepted this reality.

Our commitment to ending homelessness goes beyond this declaration. An NDP
government would establish a Right to Housing Act, which would create a roadmap to
eliminate homelessness, address systemic barriers to housing, and require the
government to create a housing strategy, including regular reporting on progress. This
commitment, along with many others, is contained in our Vision Document, Something
Better for Nova Scotia, available at http://nsndp.ca/something-better-nova-scotia.

Many of our responses to your specific questions fit under this framework. As you
correctly noted, housing and homelessness are complex, multi-faceted issues. Solving
them will require equally nuanced solutions.

1. Will your party increase funding to shelter and service providers for better wages,
more admin staff, and to provide for well-run programs in all shelters and homes?

Shelters are an important piece of the puzzle in providing housing to those most
in need. As you correctly noted, like so many other committed public-sector
workers, people working in shelters are stretched thin and in need of greater

http://nsndp.ca/something-better-nova-scotia


support. An NDP government would ensure that these services receive sufficient
operating funding to properly fulfill their mandates without cutting corners. An
NDP government will make investments in the operating budgets of housing
support organizations.

That being said, shelters need to be recognized as a short-term solution for
people in the greatest need. The average monthly cost of a bed in a shelter is
$1,932 whereas the average monthly cost of social housing is less than $200.
These sorts of long-term solutions provide more individual autonomy for people
facing housing precarity while also being fiscally sustainable. They are also in
stark contrast to the Liberals’ expensive band-aid policies, like spending $1.7
million last year alone on emergency hotel stays.

In order to provide long-term solutions, an NDP government would recommit the
provincial government to leadership in providing housing. From 2014 to 2019, the
Liberals built less than 200 new units of affordable housing in the province. The
NDP built almost as many in just two years, from 2011 to 2013. We would resume
this bold approach, building 1,000 new units of affordable housing in four years
by reinvesting in publicly-owned, cooperative, and non-profit housing. We would
also support a permanent Housing Trust where provincial, municipal, and private
resources would go to a pool of money that non-profit housing providers can
access quickly in order to acquire and provide affordable housing. Furthermore,
we would enable municipalities to implement inclusionary zoning, allowing them
to become more effective partners in the fight for housing.

2. Will your party take immediate steps to ensure a rapid increase in supply of
transition housing, that keeps pace with current and future demand, regardless of
how many people require it, so that no Nova Scotian has to face sleeping
outside because there is no place for them?

The NDP believes strongly in a Housing First approach. Nova Scotia has long
claimed to follow this principle, but the Liberals have been content to sit back
and let already-overcapacity federal programs do the heavy lifting. The
provincial government needs to step up and do its part to end the housing crisis,
and an NDP government would make the investments necessary to ensure this
happens. One part of this principle is exercising a right of first refusal to acquire
any affordable housing that comes onto the market, and ensuring that housing
organizations can act quickly to acquire property into the non-market sector.



3. Will your party ensure that needed funding for wrap-around services and
supportive housing is immediately made available sufficient to address the
needs of our most vulnerable residents?

Wrap-around services and supportive housing are very important, particularly for
communities with higher needs or at higher risk due to systemic challenges. An
NDP government will recognize the acute shortage of supportive housing and
include this recognition in its strategy to reinvest in the non-market housing
sector. The NDP’s housing policies will specifically contemplate the needs of
distinct groups, including African Nova Scotian communities, Mi’kmaw
communities, people experiencing criminalization, lone-parent households, and
other marginalized populations. Additionally, an NDP government would provide
funds that could be used to support alternative ownership models, including
resident-run co-ops and community land trusts as ways to enable community
control. For people with disabilities, an NDP government would also accelerate
the building of Small Options Homes.

4. Will your party change the Rapid Housing Initiative approach to enable many
more builds, more quickly, by providing no-interest loans and earned back
funding to service agencies?

As you are aware, the Rapid Housing Initiative is delivered through agreements
between the federal government, represented by CMHC, and municipal and
provincial governments. As such, no level of government can unilaterally change
the approach to how funds are used. That being said, the NDP would work
closely with CMHC and HRM to ensure that funds delivered through the initiative
are used in the most effective and speediest way possible.

5. Will your party work with service providers to create the needed no eviction
programs for those who are the most challenging to find housing for?

A key part of a successful housing strategy must be ensuring that people who
already have adequate housing can keep it. The NDP believes in taking strong,
immediate action to ensure that this happens, including re-establishing the ban
on evictions during the pandemic. An NDP government will work with housing
organizations to develop effective and compassionate eviction prevention
programs.



One major component of this approach is permanent rent control. Protecting
tenants from rapid rent increases will prevent people from falling into precarious
housing situations in the first place and ensure that the housing problem does not
get worse. This is true for a wide range of people across various socioeconomic
backgrounds.

Thank you again for the opportunity to talk about our plans to make life better for
the people of Nova Scotia.

Regards,

Gary Burrill
Leader, NSNDP


